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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 052259 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/VLC:TMCARNEY/CAPT.RVOHDEN/FMLC 

APPROVED BY EA:RHOLBROOKE 

EA:ROAKLEY 

D/HA:FSIEVERTS 

DOD/ISA:WSCLOCOMB 

S/S: MR. SEBASTIAN 

092023Z 091349/45 

O 091930Z MAR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 

CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 

CINCPACAF IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE IMMEDIATE 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI IMMEDIATE 

CDR CILHI FORT SHAFTER HI IMMEDIATE 

13AF CLARK AFB PHILIPPINES IMMEDIATE 

USDAO BANGKOK THAILAND IMMEDIATE 

CSA IMMEDIATE 

CSAF IMMEDIATE 

CNO IMMEDIATE 

CMC IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 052259 

EXDIS MILITARY ADDRESSES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, VN, LA, OVIP 

SUBJECT: U.S.-VN RELATIONS: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON 
MISSING IN ACTION 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 052259 


JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

1 . THIS IS A PRELIMINARY MESSAGE TO INFORM AND TASK 
ADDRESSES CONCERNING THE TRAVEL PLANS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 
COMMISSION ON AMERICANS MISSING AND UNACCOUNTED FOR IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
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2. THE COMMISSION WILL SEEK INFORMATION ON, AND THE RETURN 
OF REMAINS OF MIA AND BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE VIETNAMESE 
VIEWS ON OTHER MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN. THE VIETNAMESE 
HAVE AGREED TO RECEIVE THE COMMISSION. LAOS HAS NOT YET 
REPLIED TO OUR PROPOSAL TO SEND THE COMMISSION AND CAMBODIA 
HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN APPROACHED. 

3. UAW PRESIDENT LEONARD WOODCOCK CHAIRS THE COMMISSION. 
THE OTHER MEMBERS ARE: 

MS. MARIAN W. EDELMAN 
SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD 

CONGRESSMAN G.V. MONTGOMERY 
AMBASSADOR CHARLES YOST 

THE COMMISSION S STAFF INCLUDES: 

JAMES D. ROSENTHAL, STAFF DIRECTOR. HE IS DIRECTOR, OFFICE 
OF VIETNAMESE, LAO AND CAMBODIAN AFFAIRS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

FRANK A. SIEVERTS, STAFF DEPUTY DIRECTOR. HE IS DEPUTY 
COORDINATOR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS FOR 
POW/MIA MATTERS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

COLONEL WILLIAM HUBBELL, DOD MILITARY REPRESENTATIVE AND 
FORMER COMMANDER, JCRC; 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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DR. ROGER E. SHIELDS, DOD CONSULTANT AND FORMER DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ISA) RESPONSIBLE FOR 
POW/MIA MATTERS; 

MORTON S. SMITH, PUBLIC AFFAIRS ADVISOR, BUREAU OF EAST 
ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

KENNETH M. QUINN, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS; 

F. MARIA LO CONTE, SECRETARY TO MR. ROSENTHAL. 

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL: 

LT. COL. PAUL D. MATHER AND S/SGT. WILLIAM S. WHORTON WILL 
JOIN THE PARTY IN HONOLULU FROM JCRC/LSN/BANGKOK TO 
ACCOMPANY TO HANOI. 

M/SGT. CLARENCE H. FOX, JCRC, HAWAII WILL ACCOMPANY TO 
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HANOI. DR. HENRY KENNY, FORMER STAFF MEMBER, HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, MAY 
ALSO BE INCLUDED. 

4. THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORIZED TRAVEL TO HANOI BY U.S. 

MILITARY AIRCRAFT AND THE VIETNAMESE HAVE AGREED. WE DO 
NOT YET, HOWEVER, HAVE DETAILS ON CURRENT VIETNAMESE 
FACILITIES FOR LANDING AIRCRAFT NOR CAN WE YET CONFIRM 
THE POINT OF ORIGIN FOR TRAVEL BY MILITARY AIR. 

5. THE TENTATIVE ITINERARY, ASSUMING LAO CONCURRENCE 
IN THE VISIT IS: 

MARCH 13 LV WASHINGTON 1200 
AR HONOLULU 2000 
MARCH 14 LV HONOLULU 1400 

MARCH 1 5 AR CLARK FIELD 1 800 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 STATE 052259 

MARCH 16 LV CLARK FIELD 1200 MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
AR HANOI 1430 

MARCH 19 LV HANOI 0900 MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
AR BANGKOK 1200 
MARCH 20 LV BANGKOK 1600 

AR VIENTIANE 1700 
MARCH 21 LV VIENTIANE 1600 
AR CLARK FIELD 2100 
MARCH 22 LV CLARK FIELD 0900 
AR HONOLULU 0100 
MARCH 23 LV HONOLULU 1200 
MARCH 24 AR WASHINGTON 0600 

6. FOR CINCPAC: THE SUGGESTED SCHEDULE IN HONOLULU IN 
CLUDES CALLS ON: 

CINCPAC - ADM. M. F. WEISNER 
CDR JCRC - LT. COL. MATHIS 
CDR CILHI LT. COL. FLICK 

7. LOGISTICAL SUPPORT REQUESTED: 

-APPROPRIATE BILLETING FOR COMMISSION AND STAFF (ALSO FOR 
13TH AF). 

-GROUND TRANSPORTATION (ALSO FOR 13TH AF). 

-SECURE BRIEFING ROOM. COMMISSION TO BE BRIEFED BY OSD AND 
JCRC REPRESENTATIVES IN HONOLULU ON MONDAY MORNING, 

14 MARCH 1977. 

-TOUR OF CIL FACILITIES FOLLOWING BRIEFING. 

8. UNLESS YOU ADVISE TO THE CONTRARY WE ASSUME NECESSARY 
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THEATRE CLEARANCES GRANTED. 

9. ADDITIONAL DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AS AVAILABLE. 

VANCE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 05 STATE 052259 
SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 052259 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 
66011 

DRAFTEDIBY EA/VLC:TMCARNEY : JY 
APPROVED BY EA/VLC:JDROSENTHAL 
S/S :LMACFARLANE 

— 112124Z 000070/63 

O 112040Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USLO PEKING IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 052259 

EXDIS 

FOL RPT STATE 052259 ACTION BANGKOK MANILA CINCPAC CINCPACAF 
INFO VIENTIANE CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI CDR CILHI FTSHAFTER HI 
13AF CLARK AFB PI USDAO BANGKOK CSA CSAF CNO CMC 9 MAR 77 QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 052259 

EXDIS MILITARY ADDRESSES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, VN, LA, OVIP 

SUBJECT: U.S.-VN RELATIONS: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ON 
MISSING IN ACTION 
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JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

1 . THIS IS A PRELIMINARY MESSAGE TO INFORM AND TASK 
ADDRESSES CONCERNING THE TRAVEL PLANS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 
COMMISSION ON AMERICANS MISSING AND UNACCOUNTED FOR IN 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 052259 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

2. THE COMMISSION WILL SEEK INFORMATION ON. AND THE RETURN 
OF REMAINS OF MIA AND BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE VIETNAMESE 
VIEWS ON OTHER MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN. THE VIETNAMESE 
HAVE AGREED TO RECEIVE THE COMMISSION. LAOS HAS NOT YET 
REPLIED TO OUR PROPOSAL TO SEND THE COMMISSION AND CAMBODIA 
HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN APPROACHED. 

3. UAW PRESIDENT LEONARD WOODCOCK CHAIRS THE COMMISSION. 
THE OTHER MEMBERS ARE: 

MS. MARIAN W. EDELMAN 
SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD 

CONGRESSMAN G.V. MONTGOMERY 
AMBASSADOR CHARLES YOST 

THE COMMISSIONS STAFF INCLUDES: 

JAMES D. ROSENTHAL, STAFF DIRECTOR. HE IS DIRECTOR, OFFICE 
OF VIETNAMESE, LAO AND CAMBODIAN AFFAIRS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

FRANK A. SIEVERTS, STAFF DEPUTY DIRECTOR. HE IS DEPUTY 
COORDINATOR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS FOR 
POW/MIA MATTERS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

COLONEL WILLIAM HUBBELL, DOD MILITARY REPRESENTATIVE AND 
FORMER COMMANDER, JCRC; 

DR. ROGER E. SHIELDS, DOD CONSULTANT AND FORMER DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ISA) RESPONSIBLE FOR 
POW/MIA MATTERS; 

MORTON S. SMITH, PUBLIC AFFAIRS ADVISOR, BUREAU OF EAST 
ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS, DEPT. OF STATE; 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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KENNETH M. QUINN, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS; 

F. MARIA LO CONTE, SECRETARY TO MR. ROSENTHAL. 

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL: 

LT. COL. PAUL D. MATHER AND S/SGT. WILLIAM S. WHORTON WILL 
JOIN THE PARTY IN HONOLULU FROM JCRC/LSN/BANGKOK TO 
ACCOMPANY TO HANOI. 

M/SGT. CLARENCE H. FOX, JCRC, HAWAII WILL ACCOMPANY TO 
HANOI. DR. HENRY KENNY, FORMER STAFF MEMBER, HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, MAY 
ALSO BE INCLUDED. 

4. THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORIZED TRAVEL TO HANOI BY U.S. 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT AND THE VIETNAMESE HAVE AGREED. WE DO 
NOT YET, HOWEVER, HAVE DETAILS ON CURRENT VIETNAMESE 
FACILITIES FOR LANDING AIRCRAFT NOR CAN WE YET CONFIRM 
THE POINT OF ORIGIN FOR TRAVEL BY MILITARY AIR. 

5. THE TENTATIVE ITINERARY, ASSUMING LAO CONCURRENCE 
IN THE VISIT IS: 

MARCH 13 LV WASHINGTON 1200 
AR HONOLULU 2000 
MARCH 14 LV HONOLULU 1400 

MARCH 1 5 AR CLARK FIELD 1 800 

MARCH 16 LV CLARK FIELD 1200 MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
AR HANOI 1430 

MARCH 19 LV HANOI 0900 MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
AR BANGKOK 1200 
MARCH 20 LV BANGKOK 1600 

AR VIENTIANE 1700 
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MARCH 21 LV VIENTIANE 1600 
AR CLARK FIELD 2100 
MARCH 22 LV CLARK FIELD 0900 
AR HONOLULU 0100 
MARCH 23 LV HONOLULU 1200 
MARCH 24 AR WASHINGTON 0600 

6. FOR CINCPAC: THE SUGGESTED SCHEDULE IN HONOLULU IN 
CLUDES CALLS ON: 

CINCPAC - ADM. M. F. WEISNER 
CDR JCRC - LT. COL. MATHIS 
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CDR CILHI LT. COL. FLICK 

7. LOGISTICAL SUPPORT REQUESTED: 

-APPROPRIATE BILLETING FOR COMMISSION AND STAFF (ALSO FOR 
13TH AF). 

-GROUND TRANSPORTATION (ALSO FOR 13TH AF). 

-SECURE BRIEFING ROOM. COMMISSION TO BE BRIEFED BY OSD AND 
JCRC REPRESENTATIVES IN HONOLULU ON MONDAY MORNING, 

14 MARCH 1977. 

-TOUR OF CIL FACILITIES FOLLOWING BRIEFING. 

8. UNLESS YOU ADVISE TO THE CONTRARY WE ASSUME NECESSARY 
THEATRE CLEARANCES GRANTED. 

9. ADDITIONAL DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AS AVAILABLE. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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